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Executive Summary 
This report provides an overview of the programme and contents of the proGIreg kick-off conference 
which took place in Dortmund from September 25 to 26, 2018 and was attended by 110 participants 
from within the proGIreg project consortium and external participants.  
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1. Kicking off proGIreg  
To kick-off the innovative green regeneration project proGIreg, a conference took place in Dortmund 
on September 25 and 26, 2018. The conference venue “Alte Schmiede” is the former forge of coal 
mine Hansa which has been transformed into a cultural centre used and managed by the local 
citizen’s associations. It is located within the Dortmund proGIreg Living Lab area in the borough of 
Huckarde. The conference aimed to introduce the topic of nature-based solutions for urban 
regeneration to the wider public and also was an important event for the consortium. Hence it was 
connected to project-internal meetings such as the General Assembly, work package and Board 
meetings for getting updated, project planning and discussions, taking place on the 24 and 26 of 
September.  

The conference was structured by plenary presentations and panel discussions on nature-based 
solutions, their replication, upscaling and business models (see programme in the next chapter). 
Speakers included the Lord Mayor of Dortmund Ullrich Sierau, the EASME project officer Ugo 
Guarnacci, proGIreg Ethics Board member Stefan Böschen (RWTH Aachen), work package leaders 
from proGIreg and stakeholders from the Dortmund Living Lab. 

The proGIreg front runner cities of Dortmund (Germany), Turin (Italy), Zagreb (Croatia) and the 
follower cities Zenica (Bosnia and Herzegovina), Cascais (Portugal), Piraeus (Greece) and Cluj-
Napoca (Romania) presented the post-industrial areas of their cities and related challenges in a 
dynamic market place format. The front runner cities presented plans for their Living Labs, which are 
being regenerated through nature-based solutions (NBS). 

The programme included a field visit to the local industrial heritage site within the Living Lab, the 
Hansa coking plant on the 25th. On the 26th an extended field visit was organised to the urban renewal 
area in the district Dortmund-Hörde. It included the PHOENIX See project, which was awarded with 
the German national Prize for Urbanism 2018 (“Deutscher Städtebaupreis”, granted by the Deutsche 
Akademie für Städtebau und Landesplanung). The site of a former steel factory has been transformed 
into an area for housing and economic activities around a new lake as its central public space. The 
tour presented the lake and its water management as a NBS as well as smaller projects of co-creation 
with local citizens and the PHOENIX West business park which is under development on another 
former steelworks site. Guided by local experts, these visits gave participants inspiration for their own 
upcoming urban regeneration plans and NBS implementation. 

110 participants attended the conference, 75 of them representing the 32 consortium partners and the 
future Chinese partner organisation IUE-CAS. The other participants included representatives from 
other Horizon 2020 NBS-projects, local stakeholders from the Ruhr region as well as persons from 
other European countries interested in topics discussed during the conference. 
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2. Public programme 
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3. Photo documentation 
An extended photo documentation of the conference can be found here: 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/iclei_europe/sets/72157674046073918/ 

Figure 1 The venue “Alte Schmiede” offered an inviting setting for the conference 

 

 

Figure 2 Participants listening to the presentations 

 
  Teresa Kops Teresa Kops 

Figure 3 Discussion with the CLEVER cities project leader 

Lucy Russell 
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Figure 4 Discussions during the cities’ market place 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Teresa Kops 

 

Figure 6 Discussions during the cities’ market place 

 
Teresa Kops 

 
  

Figure 5 Discussions during the cities’ market place 

Lucy Russell 
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 Figure 7 Field visit Hansa coking plant  

Figure 9 Field visit Hansa coking plant 

Teresa Kops 
Teresa Kops 

Figure 8 Field visit Hansa coking plant 

Rieke Hansen 

Figure 10 Field visit Hansa coking plant 

Rieke Hansen 
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Figure 11 Field visit Dortmund Hörde: the newly developed PHOENIX See 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Teresa Kops 

Figure 12 Field visit Dortmund Hörde 

Teresa Kops 

Figure 13 Field visit Dortmund Hörde 

Teresa Kops 

Figure 14 Field visit Dortmund Hörde: the renatured Emscher  river 

Rieke Hansen 
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Annexes 

Annex A: Registered participants 

No. 
 
 

Organisation  
(for reasons of data protection names of participants have been removed;  
bold letters represent persons that are part of the proGIreg consortium) 

1  Amt für Wohnen und Stadterneuerung 

2  Aquaponik Manufaktur GmbH 

3  aquaponik manufatur GmbH 

4  Bezirksamt Harburg /  Dezernat Wirtschaft, Bauen und Umwelt 

5  Cascais 

6  Cascais 

7  Cascais Ambiente 

8  CIBIO / FCUP 

9  City of Dortmund 

10  City of Dortmund 

11  City of Dortmund 

12  City of Hamburg, Senate Chancellery 

13  City of Piraeus 

14  City of torino 

15  City of Torino 
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16  City of Torino 

17  City of Zagreb Bureau for Physical Planning (ZZPUGZ) 

18  City of Zagreb, Bureau for physical planning, ZZPUGZ 

19  CITY OF ZAGREB, Office of Strategic Planning and Development of the City 

20  City of Zenica 

21  City of Zenica 

22  Cluj Metropolitan Association 

23  Cluj Metropolitan Association 

24  Cluj Municipality, chief architect 

25  CNR 

26  CNR 

27  CNR 

28  Comune di Torino 

29  Consultancy  Research &Innovation/ Architecture /Planning _Mari Carmen Garcia Mateo 

30  COTO 

31  DGGL LV Ruhrgebiet 

32  die Urbanisten 

33  die Urbanisten e.V. 

34  Die Urbanisten e.V. 
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35  DOGEWO21 

36  Dortmunder Bio‐Hof Schulte‐Uebbing 

37  DUAL SRL 

38  Environment Park Spa 

39  EU  

40  European Federation of Green Roof and Living Wall Associations ‐ EFB 

41  Fachhochschule Südwestfalen 

42  Faculty of Architecture University of Zagreb 

43  Faculty of architecture University of Zagreb 

44  Fh Soest 

45  FH Südwestfalen 

46  FH Südwestfalen 

47  FH‐Südwestfalen (SWUAS) 

48  Fondazione della Comunità di Mirafiori ONLUS 

49  GrüneG eG 

50  Hamburgisches WeltWirtschaftsInstitut 

51  Häme University of Applied Sciences, HAMK 

52  heitro gmbh 

53  IBAF‐CNR 
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54  ICLEI 

55  ICLEI ‐ Local Governments for Sustainability 

56  ICLEI European Secretariat 

57  ICLEI European Secretariat 

58  ICLEI Local Governments for Sustainability 

59  Institute of Urban Environment, Chinese Academy of Sciences 

60  Institute of Urban Environment, Chinese Academy of Sciences 

61  ISGlobal 

62  ISGlobal 

63  ITEMS International 

64  James Hutton Institute 

65  KEAN 

66  KEAN Kyttaro Enallaktikon Anazitiseon Neon 

67  KEAN‐Cell of Alternative Youth Activities 

68  Landwirtschaftskammer NRW 

69  Lehrstuhl für Landschaftsarchitektur, RWTH Aachen University 

70  LGV 

71  lohrberg stadtlandschaftsarchitektur 

72  lohrberg stadtlandschaftsarchitektur 
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73  Lohrberg stadtlandschaftsarchitektur 

74  N.N. 

75  N.N. 

76  ORTIALTI 

77  OrtiAlti 

78  Planergruppe Oberhausen 

79  Politecnico di Torino 

80  Politecnico di Torino 

81  Project Managment Jülich 

82  Projektträger Jülich 

83  Rat der Stadt Dortmund 

84  Regionalverband Ruhr 

85  Regionalverband Ruhr 

86  Regionalverband Ruhr (RVR) 

87  REICHER HAASE ASSOZIIERTE GmbH 

88  RWTH Aachen 

89  RWTH Aachen University 

90  RWTH Aachen University 

91  RWTH Aachen University 
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92  RWTH Aachen University, Institute of Landscape Architecture 

93  RWTH Aachen University, Institute of Landscape Architecture 

94  Soziales Zentrum Dortmund e.V. 

95  Stadt Dortmund 

96  Stadtplanungs‐ und Bauordnungsamt 

97  Starlab Barcelona SL 

98  SWUAS 

99  TRANSMITTER Potenzialentwicklung 

100  Uni Duisburg 

101  UNIBA 

102  University of Bari 

103  University of Turin 

104  UNIVERSITY OF TURIN 

105  URBASOFIA 

106  Werkhof Projekt Die Gärtnerei 

107  Westfälisch‐Lippischer Landwirtschaftsverband 

108  Wirtschaftsförderung Dortmund 

109  Zenica Development Agency ZEDA 

110  ZIPS 
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Annex B: Social Media Coverage of the conference 
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