
 

  

Community 
gardens in 
{ĊŤăƗƚƟƌ̗ 
FC Cluj -Napoca  

Project indicative:   CJ3.1  
Project type:  complex project  
Project starting point:  0-5 y rs.  
Project ending point:  0-5 y rs.  
Linkages : CJ 3.4  
Estimated costs: 300-500K (can vary  a lot  depending on 
the extend of infrastructure work)  
 

Typ e of  NBS  intervention   

NBS  3 is mixing: (1) Individual plots used by residents based on an agreement with the 
municipality ( 1 to 3 year  contract  granted based  on application   ̀ there is already a  
proposal for the selection  criteria  and administrative procedures  developed by local 
NGO ); (2) box garden s integrated into new landscape design (intervention will play a  
secondary role of community public space)  ̀ with shared maint enance by local 
community members ; (3) multifunctional public space: relaxation and leisure areas.  

The interventions in the area aim at  transform ing  the gardens into an accessible green 
corridor by ensuring easy access from the upper part of the slope/hill and towards the 
lower part and existing pathways. T wo  existing staircases are proposed to be renovated, 
the  ̀ greenery adjacent to the staircases  will adapt  pollinator -friendly plant ings   ̀ see 
image below . 

Description of planned interventions  

The site currently represen ts  a physical and visual barrier  (low level of accessibility and 
view towards  garages and invasive vegetation). The refore, the plan needs to improve 
connectivity, ensure accessibility from the south (upper part of the slope) and north (lower 
part of the slope), integrate existing gardens and moderni se them . 

Vision     

Source: proGIreg Food  forest and 
permaculture orchard in Huckarde  

Example: community garden in Cascais  

Current situation  ̀the area is constituted as an ecologic corridor. Source: ADIZMC  

Staircase  proposed for rehabilitation.  Source: :ŪĤƌƟƞ̗ÂāƉŇŤā 
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Scenario s 
Do -it -all (best -case ) 

Th e existing garden s will become the first 
pilot project for urban gardening in Cluj -
Napoca. Residents are t he driving forces 
behind this transformation having 
constructed the informal gardens 
(considered key  target group), collaborating 
with the municipality and local NGOs 
involved in sustainab le topics. The existing 
gardens are being moderni sed and 
extended while new facilities are easily 
accessible, representing a significant 
improvement to the local landscape of the 
neighbourhood . This creat es context for 
enhanced community interaction.  

Do something meaningful  
The existing gardens will be  moderni sed 
and secured, without any extension. Local 
community members will continue to benefit 
from the area in an organized and secure 
manner. Former users of the informal 
gardens will be required to adhere to the 
new regulations  according to established 
local policy. Comply ing  with regulations will 
ensure long -term use of the facility  

 

 Study area  

Study area  

The study area has an approximate 
surface of 1.1 ha  - represent ing  an 
important component of the 
existing green infrastructure  
consisting of a steep slope with 
dense vegetation. Despite some  
valuable vegetation  the area  is in 
need of cleaning actions and 
implementing measures to properly 
secure the site ( notably in case of 
demoli shing  the existing garages). 
The area features informal 
vegetable gardens established by  
the  local communitie s, indicating a 
clear need for legalising,  and 
extending NBS 3 interventions. The  
existing  facilit ies  must  be formali sed 
and open to all interested 
community members.  Piloting this 
initiative is recommended to be free 
of costs for the users.  

Existing informal vegetable gardens . Source Codrut Papina  

Staircases that ensure crossing the slope   ̀
potentially transformed into pollinator friendly 
pathways . Source Codrut Papina  
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